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UK, UNFPA delegation meets
1

| "By Asil Menmood Butl
|

\ LAHORE: A delegation from
‘tho British High Commis-
| sion, the Foreign, Common-
| wealth and Development
| Office (FCDO), and the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) on Thurs-
day met Punjab Secretary
for Social Welfare and
Bait-ul-Maal Javed Akhtar
Mehmood to review ongoing
collaboration and explore
new avenues for supporting
vulnerable segments of soci-
ety.

The visiting team com-
prised FCDO Development
Director Sam Waldock,
Head of the British High
Commission Punjab Office
Ben Warrington, FCDO
|Team Lead for Gender

Equality and Social Inclu-
sion Ali Naqvi, and UNFPA
Technical Specialist on
Gender-Based Violence
(GBV) Ms Saliha. They
were received by Secre-
tary Mehmood at his office,
where Additional Secre-
tary Amna Munir and Dep-
uty Secretary (Technical)
Iftikhar Saleem Bhatti were
also in attendance,

At the outset, Secre-

“Itary Social Welfare Javed
itAkhter Mehmood wel-

comed the delegation and
presented a detailed brief-

ing through a PowerPoint
presentation, highlighting
the department’s man-
date, welfare services, and
the Punjab government’s
recent reforms aimed at
empowering marginalized
communities. He under-
lined the Social Welfare
Department’s initiatives
to strengthen institutional
support for women, per-
sons with disabilities, and
victims of violence, and its
commitment to building an
inclusive social protection
framework.

Mr Sam Waldock com-
mended the department’s
“sustained efforts to reach
the most disadvantaged
groups,” stressing that the
United Kingdom attached
importance to partner-
ships that enhance social
resilience and equality. He
noted that Punjab’s recent
interventions in service
delivery and protection
mechanisms reflected
an encouraging focus on
rights-based welfare.

Additional Secretary
Amna Munir elaborated
on areas where FCDO and
UNFPA have provided
technical assistance —
including the rehabilitation
of GBY survivors, capac-
ity-building of field and
institutional staff, imple-

Punjab social welfare secretary to
explore new avenues for supporting
vulnerable segments of society

mentation support for
the Punjab Protection of
Women Against Violence
Act 2016, integration of per- |
sons with disabilities into |
GBV programming, and
publication of analytical
reports on departmental |
performance. She cred-|
ited this cooperation with |
helping the department Lo |
improve service quality and 1
broaden its outreach. ;
Speaking on the occa-|
sion, Ben Warrington|
praised the Social Welfare
Department for “delivering
essential services to the
underprivileged with ded-
ication,” and reaffirmed
the British government's
resolve to continue sup-
porting Punjab’s social pro-
tection agenda. Mr Naqvi,
representing FCDO's gen-
der and inclusion portfolio,
thanked the department
for facilitating UNFPA's
initiatives and reinforcing
mutual collaboration in
addressing gender-based
challenges.

Ms Saliha highlighted
UNFPA’s ongoing work to
enhance GBV prevention
and survivor support in
Punjab, noting that close
coordination with the Social
Welfare Department had
strengthened protection
systems across districts.
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Minister denies

issuing order to
NGOs displaying
§il sl

CM’s picture
Sher Ali Khalti
LAHORE
Punjab Minister for Social
Welfare and BaitulMaalSo-
hailShaukat Butt has rejected
a purported message circulat-

! ing in his name, saying his de-
partment had not issued any
instructions directing non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) to carry out philan-
thropic activities in flood-hit
districts while displaying pic-
tures of the Punjab Chief Min-
ister and the minister himself.

Talking to The News, the
minister clarified that no such
message had been circulated.
“I did not issue any instruc-
tions in this regard, and the
department has not released
any such directive. While we
do register NGOs, we believe
they work independently,” he
said.

He added that he had per-
sonally verified the matter
from his department. “No
such message was circulated.
It could be an effort by oppo-
nents to defame our relief
work.

The Chief Minister is busy
rescuing and saving people
from the natural calamity.
Moreover, we do not have any
group with NGOs through
which such a message could
have been sent,” he clarified.

NGOs engaged in flood re-
lief efforts expressed dis-
pleasure over the alleged di-
rective. “How can we display
pictures of the Chief Minister
or any department while pro-
viding relief to flood af-
fectees?

We cannot use images of
political parties or their lead-
ership,” one representative
told The News. They stressed
that their work remained
within the ambit of law and
humanitarian principles,
adding that no one should
exert pressure or attempt to
influence the aid being pro-
vided to flood victims.
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