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ond week, with members

INATIONAL 5

September 17, 2026
The News International, Lahore, Wednesday, September 17, 5

Punjab plans to eliminate organisgd beggary |

! snecial branch, traffic police,

—_— sadmap to eliminate organe the (101_);}1111\(-11!5 .I\1‘(?!](‘l !l‘g?(-z‘:-btl:,lr):l‘t’i“(:lf‘Il’luhlicll’mso-

By our correspondent l-:(‘\‘((l \‘-1‘:;1‘.\1\(-\- from Punjab. ~ Town offices, the §('§.~.|(‘m -:lli(;‘n B

2 incial sut : (‘l{:{i\'\'ll [)\' Secretary So- brought llngulh('r senior er-‘ (\ {. -lfmt(sv i P oW B),

[A\j]()[.{[w,:“]\‘pl\)\'\]\ut:.“i cial Welfare and Bait-ul-Maal resentatives lmmlllw hqm( l’( e ok,
;:\:“‘:;)l:\l;tt\:)(ll‘ :ll“\lh‘oitl\::- .l;;\'od Akhter Mehmood at department, Punjab police, Punjab 5

Federal Investigation
Agency, and other key stake-
holders.
7

The chair recalled lhat
the panel’s inaugural sitting
was held on August 4 and
realfirmed the decision to |
convene monthly in the sec-

The committee devoted
considerable attention to
strengthening  the  legal

‘ framework, saying that an
=3 carlier review of the Punjab
Vagrancy Ordinance 1958

C MA) had yielded only broad sug-
gestions. The home depart-

|
|
ment was mstructed to sub- 1
@/ mit by September 29 a set of ]k
)
A

also holding internal meet-
ings to sustain momentum.

precise, tabulated amend-
ments identifying each sec-
tion and proposed wording, |
and to present dralt policy |
measures for beggary eradi- )
cation on the same date The commitiee endorsed ||
The Social Welfare Direc- 1} continuation of field opera- {
torate General was tasked 1o || tions by the traffic police,
meet stakeholders by Sep- [{| whose education unit has |
tember 16 to finalise notifi- |{| peen running daily drives at
cations establishing  divi- intersections and markets to
sional and discourage citizens from giv
ing alms, dissuade beg
register cases, and transfer
apprehended individuals to |
Edhi Homes and other shel- |
ters. Comumending these ef-
forts, the chair urged sus-

district
anti-beggary committees and
task forces headed by deputy
directors, with representa-
tion from police, deputy
commissioners’  offices,
CPWB, labour, health, augaf,
local government, bar coun- tained \—igil;_u\c: and
cils, FIA, NADRA, the Punjaby 1] instructed the home depart-
llt‘altl)(-;xx‘t\‘( ommission, ac- {}| ment to secure the IGP’s en-
ademia, civil society, "‘“d‘l forcement report for the next
Ayl e e s | i Leterswere e |
Sl 2 ! C 11| to relevant offices to ensure ||
directorate by September

| ; |
. R 1| | compliance with Lahore High |
to coordinate planning, mon- | P ligh

1toring and reporting, while |
standard operating proce- |
dures for rescue, rehabilita- |
tion, and reintegration of |
beggars will be prepared |
once legal amendments are
finalised.

Budgetary issues also
came under scrutiny. A fi-
nancial proposal submitted
by the Directorate General
was deemed insufficiently
detailed, prompting the chair
to demand an itemised
breakdown by September 17
and the DG's personal atten-
dance at future meetings - or
representation by the focal
divector if necessary. Other
departments requiring funds
for anti-beggary activities
were asked to subwit pro-
posals by September 22. It
was reaffirmed that written
progress yeports from all
member organisations must
reach the secretary by the
29th ot each month.

Court rulings, with responses
due by September 16,

A wide-ranging aware. |
ness and mobilisation stryg. ‘
egy was also adopted. Map-
ping of NGOs uctive in chilg
protection and ant-beggary
work is to be mlnpl;’tcli
within 15 days.

Registered organisations
will conduct campaigns w ith
divisional and distriey wel
fare officers, while the direc-
torate general will prepare
educational materia) by QOc-
tober 16 for inclusion in
school and college syllabi
after curriculum hoarq ap-
proval.

The committee resolveg
10 stage seminars and behay.
lour-change  sessions in
schools, colleges, and Univey
sities. Plans were also en.
dorsed for monthly district
level. seminars, gy
walks, cultwal eveyy a

|
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